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1. Introduction 
 

1.1 This Basic Conditions Statement has been produced to accompany the Winkfield Neighbourhood 
Development Plan (WNDP). 

1.2 The relevant legal framework for the preparation and making of neighbourhood plans is supported 
by the Localism Act 2011 and the Neighbourhood Planning Act 2017 and found in the: 

• Town and Country Planning Act 1990: ss. 61F, 61I, 61M-P and Schedule 4B 

• Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004: ss 38A-C 

• Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (2012 No.637) (as amended) 

1.3 Paragraph 8(2) of Schedule 4B to the Town & Country Planning Act 1990 requires a neighbourhood 
plan to meet five1 basic conditions before it can proceed to a referendum.  These are: 

1. Having regard to national policies and advice contained in guidance issued by the 
Secretary of State it is appropriate to make the neighbourhood plan; 

4. The making of the neighbourhood development plan contributes to the achievement of 
sustainable development; 

5. The making of the neighbourhood development plan is in general conformity with the 
strategic policies contained in the development plan for the area of the authority (or any 
part of that area); 

6. The making of the neighbourhood development plan does not breach, and is otherwise 
compatible with, EU obligations; and 

7. Prescribed conditions are met in relation to the neighbourhood plan and prescribed 
matters have been complied with in connection with the proposal for the neighbourhood 
plan.  The prescribed condition is that the ‘making’ of the neighbourhood plan is not likely 
to have a significant effect on a European site (as defined in the Conservation of Habitats 
and Species Regulations 2012) or a European offshore marine site (as defined in the 
Offshore Marine Conservation (Natural Habitats etc.) Regulations 2007) (either alone or 
in combination with other plans or projects). 

1.4 This document sets out how the Plan meets the Basic Conditions. 

Key statements 

1.5 Bracknell Forest Council (BFC), as the local planning authority, designated the Winkfield 
Neighbourhood Area in December 2015. This enabled the WNDP Steering Group to prepare the 
Winkfield Neighbourhood Plan. 

1.6 The WNDP sets out policies that relate to the development and use of land within only the 
Winkfield Neighbourhood Area.  This area is shown in Figure 1.  

 
1 There are two further basic conditions (2 and 3), which are relevant only to the making of a Neighbourhood Development 
Order and are therefore not considered in this document. 
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Figure 1: Winkfield Neighbourhood Area  

 

Supporting documents and evidence 

1.7 The WNDP is supported by a Consultation Statement, a Strategic Environment Assessment, a 
Habitats Regulations Assessment (Appropriate Assessment), this Basic Conditions Statement 
and an extensive evidence base.   
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2. Basic Condition (i) – Conformity with National Planning Policy 
 

2.1 To meet this condition, the Plan must be shown to have regard to national policies and advice 
contained in guidance issued by the Secretary of State.  National policy and guidance is contained 
within the National Planning Policy Framework (‘NPPF’) and the Planning Practice Guidance 
(‘PPG’).  

National Planning Policy Framework 

2.2 The NPPF has 13 key objectives which are: 

1. Delivering a sufficient supply of homes 

2. Building a strong, competitive economy 

3. Ensuring the vitality of town centres 

4. Promoting healthy and safe communities 

5. Promoting sustainable transport  

6. Supporting high quality communications 

7. Making effective use of land 

8. Achieving well-designed places  

9. Protecting Green Belt land 

10. Meeting the challenge of climate change, flooding and coastal change 

11. Conserving and enhancing the natural environment 

12. Conserving and enhancing the historic environment 

13. Facilitating the sustainable use of minerals 

2.3 This statement explains how the Plan contributes to meeting these objectives. It also explains 
how the policies within the Neighbourhood Plan intend to meet, support and supplement specific 
national policies. 

2.4 The Plan has eight objectives (A-H).  These are summarised in Table 2.1 alongside the NPPF 
goals that each objective seeks to address. 
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Table 2.1: Assessment of the WNDP objectives against NPPF goals 

Objective 
 

Relevant NPPF goal 

A. To promote high quality design and ensure the 
design of new development contributes positively to 
the visual heritage and landscape character of the 
local surroundings  

• Promoting healthy communities 
• Conserving and enhancing the 

natural environment 

B. To safeguard the integrity of Winkfield's distinct 
settlements by protecting the gaps between them 

• Conserving and enhancing the 
historic environment 

C. To meet the housing needs of the Parish by 
supporting a mix of housing types and tenures to 
ensure development works for everyone and has 
good access to services 

• Delivering a sufficient supply of 
homes 

D. To secure the long-term future of community, 
cultural, educational, and recreational facilities 

• Promoting healthy and safe 
communities 

E. To encourage new local employment and retail 
opportunities within settlements 

• Building a strong, competitive 
economy 

F. To maintain and enhance the quality and 
abundance of environmental assets and ensure no 
significant effects on the Thames Basin Heath SPA 
and Windsor Forest and Great Park SAC 

• Conserving and enhancing the 
natural environment 

• Meeting the challenge of climate 
change, flooding and coastal 
change 

G. To increase the number of local journeys 
undertaken on foot, cycle or by public transport 

• Promoting sustainable transport 

H. To reduce the harmful impact of road traffic on the 
Parish 

• Promoting healthy and safe 
communities 

• Conserving and enhancing the 
natural environment 

 

2.5 Table 2.2 sets out each policy of the WNDP alongside the policies in the NPPF that is has had 
regard to and analyses how each Plan policy contributes to achieving the key objectives of the 
NPPF. 
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Table 2.2: Assessment of how each policy in the WNDP conforms to the NPPF 

Policy Title and 
Reference 

NPPF 
Reference 
(paragraph) 

Commentary 

Policy W1: A 
Spatial Plan for the 
Parish 

9, 10, 28, 29, 
60, 126, 130 

For the delivery of sustainable development which 
improves the quality of the built, natural and historic 
environment, the NPPF states that local circumstances 
must be taken into account.  This includes the delivery of 
housing, facilities and infrastructure needed by a 
community based on evidenced local need and which 
reflects local character. The policy takes this into account 
by identifying generally where growth should be located, 
the importance of protecting the countryside and 
local/strategic gaps and the role of the Green Belt.  

Policy W2: 
Promoting High 
Quality Design in 
the Character Areas 

126, 127, 130 This policy contributes to the NPPF requirements of 
achieving well-designed places. It identifies the different 
character areas within the parish and for each, the 
specific issues of particular importance that should be 
taken into consideration by applicants when preparing 
planning applications.  

Policy W3: Design 
of Parking, 
Garaging, Ancillary 
Buildings and EV 
charging point 
provision 

126, 127, 130 This policy contributes to the NPPF requirements of 
achieving well-designed places by ensuring that off-road 
parking provision, including for EV charging, and other 
buildings associated with houses (e.g. garages) minimises 
its impact on the street view.   

Policy W4: Housing 
type, size and choice 

60, 62, 65 This policy contributes to the NPPF requirement of 
delivering a sufficient supply of homes. It identifies the 
specific types and sizes of housing that are required to 
meet the housing needs of the local community. 

Policy W5: Rural 
Exception Sites and 
Entry-Level 
Exception Housing 

72, 78 This policy contributes to the NPPF requirement of 
delivering a sufficient supply of homes. In an area where 
there are significant policy constraints on the potential for 
new homes, it encourages the delivery of suitable 
exception sites targeted at those identified as being in 
need in Winkfield. 

Policy W6: 
Community 
Facilities 

92, 93, 98, 99 This policy meets the NPPF requirement to promote 
healthy communities. It encourages the protection and 
enhancement of Winkfield’s current community and 
leisure facilities, as well as encouraging needed 
healthcare provision. 

Policy W7: 
Employment & 
Retail 

81, 82 The policy supports the objective of building a strong, 
competitive economy by specifically encouraging small 
scale employment activities which have been identified as 
needing space. It also supports working from home and 
restricts commercial vehicle movement along 
inappropriate roads. 
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Policy Title and 
Reference 

NPPF 
Reference 
(paragraph) 

Commentary 

Policy W8: 
Biodiversity and 
Wildlife Corridors 

174, 179 As part of the NPPF requirement to conserve and enhance 
the natural environment, this policy seeks to identify 
specific wildlife corridors and other approaches, e.g. 
SuDS, where enhancements will provide significant 
benefits in terms of biodiversity gain. 

Policy W9: Local 
gaps 

174 As part of the NPPF requirement to conserve and enhance 
the natural environment, this policy seeks to ensure that 
green areas between settlements are retained, enabling 
wildlife and biodiversity to thrive. 

Policy W10: Dark 
skies 

185 As part of the NPPF requirement to conserve and enhance 
the natural environment, this policy seeks to retain the 
dark skies around Winkfield by ensuring that lighting is 
designed to minimise its impact. 

Policy W11: Local 
green spaces 

101, 102, 103 National policy enables local communities to identify, for 
special protection, green areas of importance to them 
known as Local Green Spaces. This policy designates 12 
areas, identified by the local community as important, as 
Local Green Spaces which will be protected. 

Policy W12: 
Pedestrian/ Cycle 
Network 

92, 104, 105, 
106 

This policy contributes to the NPPF objective of 
promoting sustainable transport. The policy seeks to 
enhance routes where walking and cycling can be 
significantly increased if appropriate infrastructure is 
provided. 

Policy W13: Martins 
Heron Station 

104, 105, 106 This policy contributes to the NPPF objective of 
promoting sustainable transport. The policy seeks to 
enhance access to Martins Heron railway station, 
particularly for pedestrians and cyclists. 
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3. Basic Condition (iv) – Contribution to Sustainable Development 
 

3.1 The NPPF states in paragraph 11 that a presumption in favour of sustainable development is at 
the heart of the NPPF and ‘should be seen as a golden thread running through both plan-making 
and decision-taking’. 

3.2 For the WNDP, sustainable development has been the fundamental basis of each of its policies.  
The National Planning Practice Guidance advises that ‘sufficient and proportionate evidence 
should be presented on how the draft neighbourhood plan…guides development to sustainable 
solutions’.  It should also be noted that, as part of the requirement to meet Basic Condition 6, a 
Strategic Environment Assessment was prepared. This determined that the Regulation 16 
Submission WNDP would not have a significant effect on the environment and negative effects 
were capable of mitigation. Also a Habitats Regulations Assessment (Appropriate Assessment) 
was prepared. This determined that significant effects were likely to occur with regards to the 
integrity of the European sites within and around Bracknell Forest Council due to the 
implementation of the WNDP. However, mitigation could address these issues satisfactorily and 
this has been addressed in the Regulation 16 Submission WNDP. These documents have been 
submitted at Regulation 16 stage as part of the evidence base supporting the WNDP and should 
be read alongside this Basic Conditions Statement. 

3.3 Table 3.1 summarises how the objectives and policies in the WNDP contribute towards 
sustainable development, as defined in the NPPF.  Many of the objectives of the WNDP overlap 
the three strands of sustainability, so for the purposes of this document, the most relevant strand 
has been taken to illustrate conformity. 

Table 3.1: Assessment of WNDP objectives and policies against sustainable development 

Deliver economic sustainability 
NPPF definition – ‘Contribute to building a strong, responsive economy’ 
WNDP 
Objectives 

D. To secure the long-term future of community, cultural, educational, and 
recreational facilities 
E. To encourage new local employment and retail opportunities within 
settlements 

WNDP 
Policies 

Policy W6: Community Facilities 
Policy W7: Employment & Retail 

Commentary Winkfield has small economic centres with limited opportunities for commercial 
growth. Space is limited for micro-businesses and start-ups so Policy W7 seeks 
to encourage better opportunities. Similarly, Policy W6 seeks to protect and 
enhance community and leisure facilities, some of which could provide small-
scale commercial opportunities in the future.  
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Deliver social sustainability 
NPPF definition: ‘Supporting strong, vibrant and healthy communities’ and ‘support its health, 
social and cultural well-being’ 
WNDP 
Objectives 

A. To promote high quality design and ensure the design of new development 
contributes positively to the visual heritage and landscape character of the 
local surroundings. 

B. To safeguard the integrity of Winkfield's distinct settlements by protecting 
the gaps between them. 

D. To secure the long-term future of community, cultural, educational, and 
recreational facilities. 

G.  To increase the number of local journeys undertaken on foot, cycle or by 
public transport 

H.  To reduce the harmful impact of road traffic on the Parish 
WNDP 
Policies 

Policy W2: Promoting high quality design in the Character Areas 
Policy W3: Design of Parking, Garaging, Ancillary Buildings & EV charging 
points 
Policy W4: Housing type, size and choice 
Policy W5: Rural Exception Sites and Entry-Level Exception Housing 
Policy W6: Community Facilities 
Policy W9: Local Gaps 
Policy W11: Local Green Spaces 
Policy W12: Pedestrian/Cycle Network 
Policy W13: Martins Heron Station 

Commentary High quality development is important to the community of Winkfield, both in 
terms of what development looks like and how it is laid out. Winkfield is a large 
parish with significant variations in its character. Policy W2 identifies the 
different character areas and their main characteristics. Policy W3 address one 
of the main problems with new development, namely large out-buildings and 
garages dominating the frontages of houses. Policy W9 preserves the identity of 
the smaller settlements within the parish by protecting the gaps between them. 
Efficient transport is essential for people to access services - education, 
healthcare, shopping, jobs and leisure. Enabling people to access these services 
as easily as possible, and preferably, as close as possible to where they live, 
minimises cost, time and use of resources. However, there is a heavy reliance on 
travel by car in the area, which could be reduced by encouraging the use of 
sustainable transport through cycleways, footpaths, buses and trains. Policies 
W12 and W13 address this.   
Alongside this, community facilities and spaces are important to the community 
of Winkfield and should be protected. Policy W6 protects the main community 
and leisure facilities and Policy W9 the green spaces that are special to the 
community. 
Addressing the residential needs of the community is key to the WNDP, 
including ensuring a suitable housing mix and that supply meets demand 
through, for example, the increased provision of smaller homes (Policy W4) or 
the provision of rural exception housing (Policy W5). 
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Deliver environmental sustainability 
NPPF definition: ‘Contributing to protecting and enhancing our natural, built and historic 
environment’ 
WNDP 
Objectives 

B. To safeguard the integrity of Winkfield's distinct settlements by protecting 
the gaps between them 

F. To maintain and enhance the quality and abundance of environmental 
assets and ensure no significant effects on the Thames Basin Heath SPA 
and Windsor Forest and Great Park SAC 

WNDP 
Policies 

Policy W1: A Spatial Plan for the Parish 
Policy W8: Biodiversity and Wildlife Corridors 
Policy W9: Local Gaps 
Policy W10: Dark Skies 
Policy W11: Local Green Spaces 

Commentary Enhancing the green infrastructure in the area is important to integrate 
physical resources and natural systems with Bracknell’s ecological, geological 
and historical assets. This ensures high environmental quality and ensures 
aesthetic, ecological and recreational benefits. Policy W1 provides the overall 
spatial framework for protecting the countryside. Policy W9 preserves the gaps 
between settlements which provide an important movement corridor for 
wildlife. Within settlements there are important green spaces that are protected 
by Policy W11. The night skies are also protected through Policy W10. 
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4. Basic Condition (v) – General Conformity with the Strategic 
Policies of the Development Plan 

4.1 The development plan currently consists of: 

• The Bracknell Forest Borough Local Plan 2002 (saved policies). This plan includes the 
spatial vision, objectives and strategy for the Borough. 

• The Bracknell Forest Council Core Strategy 2008. 

•  The Bracknell Forest Site Allocations Plan 2013. 

4.2 Table 4.1 details the WNDP policies alongside a consideration of how they are in general 
conformity with each strategic policy in the development plan.   

4.3 Where a policy is not identified in Table 4.1, it is considered that the WNDP does not contain any 
policies that directly relate to it. 

4.4 All of the WNDP policies are considered to be in general conformity with the policies of the Site 
Allocation Plan 2013. The policies and, where the relevant, the sites that are within the WNDP 
boundary are listed below: 

• Policy CP1: Presumption in Favour of Sustainable Development (embedded throughout 
the development plan). 

• Policy SA2: Other Land within Defined Settlements - including 152 New Road in 
Winkfield. 

• Policy SA3: Edge of Settlement Sites – including land at Bog Lane in Winkfield. 

4.5 BFC is preparing an emerging Local Plan to replace the Core Strategy and Local Plan 2002 saved 
policies. The emerging Local Plan was submitted for Examination in December 2021, with the 
Stage 1 hearing sessions taking place in May and June 2021. Stage 2 hearings are to be held 
later in 2022. Given the age of the Core Strategy and the relatively advanced stage that the 
emerging Local Plan has reached, it is considered prudent to assess the policies in the WNDP 
against those in the emerging Local Plan as well. 
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Table 4.1: Assessment of conformity with policies in the development plan  

WNDP Policy Bracknell Forest 
Borough Local Plan 
2002 saved policies 

Bracknell Forest 
Council Core Strategy 
2008 

Bracknell Forest 
Emerging Local Plan 
2021 

Commentary 

Policy W1: A 
Spatial Plan for the 
Parish 

EN8: Development of 
land outside 
settlements 
GB1: Building in the 
Green Belt 
H5: New dwellings 
outside settlements 

CS1: Sustainable 
development 
principles  
CS9: Development on 
land outside 
settlements  
 

LP2: Sustainable 
locational principles  
LP19: Identification of 
strategic gaps and 
wedges 
LP20: Identification of 
Green Belt villages 
LP38: Separation of 
settlements 

The policy provides a framework for the location 
of development within settlement boundaries in 
line with Core Strategy Policy CS1 but reflecting 
the specific issues in CS1 that are of relevance to 
Winkfield. Moreover it protects the countryside 
in line with 2002 Local Plan saved policies EN8 
and H5 and Green Belt policy GB1. It specifically 
identifies local gaps that are protected by Core 
Strategy Policy CS9. The same protection is 
provided by Emerging Local Plan Policies LP2 
and LP20. The Emerging Local Plan also 
identifies strategic gaps for protection (Policies 
LP19 and LP38) which are separately recognised 
and distinguished in Policy W1.  

Policy W2: 
Promoting high 
quality design in 
the Character 
Areas 

EN20: Design 
Considerations in 
New Development 

CS1: Sustainable 
Development 
Principles  
CS7: Design  

LP1: Sustainable 
development 
principles LP15: 
Design  

This meets the sustainable development 
principles in the saved polices of the Local Plan 
and in the Core Strategy by enhancing the 
design in ways that reflects the character of the 
local area. Similarly, this reflects the 
requirements of Policy LP15 in the Emerging 
Local Plan in respect of character.  

Policy W3: Design 
of Parking, 
Garaging, Ancillary 
Buildings & EV 
charging points 

EN20: Design 
Considerations in 
New Development 

CS7: Design LP15: Design This meets the design considerations of all saved, 
adopted and emerging Local Plan policies, with 
the specific focus on parking spaces and out-
buildings. 

Policy W4: Housing 
type, size and 
choice 

 CS16: Housing needs 
of the community 

LP23: Specialist 
housing for older 
people and people 
with disabilities 

Core Strategy Policy CS16 recognises the 
importance of a range of housing sizes and types, 
including for these with specific needs. Equally, 
emerging Local Plan Policy LP24 recognises the 
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WNDP Policy Bracknell Forest 
Borough Local Plan 
2002 saved policies 

Bracknell Forest 
Council Core Strategy 
2008 

Bracknell Forest 
Emerging Local Plan 
2021 

Commentary 

LP24: Housing mix same needs in terms of mix and by specific 
groups (as does LP23 with respect to the needs of 
older people). 

Policy W5: Rural 
Exception Sites and 
Entry-Level 
Exception Housing 

 CS17: Affordable 
housing 

LP9: Affordable 
housing 

Local Plan policy does not directly address the 
specific needs and mechanisms for securing 
affordable housing addressed in Policy W5. 
However, they do not conflict with its aims and 
the mechanisms for delivery. 

Policy W6: 
Community 
Facilities 

 CS1: Sustainable 
development 
principles  
CS8: Recreation and 
culture 

LP32: Protection of 
Community Facilities 
and Services  
LP33: Play, Open 
Space and Sports 
Provision  

Policy W6 is very similar to Core Strategy Policy 
CS8 and Emerging Local Plan Policies LP32 and 
LP33. However, it is locally specific in identifying 
specific existing facilities and also specific needs, 
i.e. medical facilities.  

Policy W7: 
Employment & 
Retail  

E4: Small businesses CS1: Sustainable 
Development 
Principles  
CS19: Location of 
Employment 
Development 

LP28: Smaller 
Businesses  
 

This policy focuses on boosting Winkfield’s 
economy through small businesses in particular. 
This conforms to the Core Strategy policy CS1 
which supports the economic wellbeing of the 
population and Emerging Local Plan policy 28 in 
encouraging small and start-up businesses. 

Policy W8: 
Biodiversity and 
Wildlife Corridors 

EN20: Design 
considerations in new 
development  
 

CS1: Sustainable 
development 
principles 
CS7: Design  
 

LP15: Design  
LP46: Biodiversity 
 

This policy specifically identifies the particular 
features and approaches (i.e. wildlife corridors 
and SuDS) that will contribute towards 
biodiversity enhancement that is in line with the 
relevant Core Strategy and Emerging Local Plan 
policies.   

Policy W9: Local 
Gaps 

 CS1: Sustainable 
development 
principles  
CS9: Development on 
land outside 
settlements  

LP2: Sustainable 
locational principles  
LP38: Separation of 
settlements 

Policy W9 specifically identifies local gaps that 
are protected by Core Strategy Policy CS9. 
Emerging Local Plan policy identifies strategic 
gaps which are reflected separately in the 
WNDP.   
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WNDP Policy Bracknell Forest 
Borough Local Plan 
2002 saved policies 

Bracknell Forest 
Council Core Strategy 
2008 

Bracknell Forest 
Emerging Local Plan 
2021 

Commentary 

Policy W10: Dark 
Skies 

  Policy LP52: Pollution 
and hazards 

Policy W10 provides specific detail about the way 
that light pollution can be mitigated, so 
complementing Emerging Local Plan Policy 
LP52. 

Policy W11: Local 
Green Spaces 
 

 CS8: Recreation and 
Culture  
 

LP33: Play, Open 
Space and Sports 
Provision  
 

The protection of local green spaces in Winkfield 
recognises the value of recreational spaces in line 
with Core Strategy Policy CS8 and Emerging 
Local Plan Policy LP33.  

Policy W12: 
Pedestrian/Cycle 
Network 

M6: Cycling and 
walking 

CS1: Sustainable 
Development 
Principles  
CS23: Transport 
 
 

LP55: Transport 
infrastructure 
provision 
LP57: Parking  
 

This policy encourages sustainable modes of 
transport such as cycling and walking through 
improving infrastructure. It meets the 
sustainable development principles in the Core 
Strategy and the Emerging Local Plan by 
requiring development to link up with existing 
walking and cycling routes. 

Policy W13: 
Martins Heron 
Station 

M8: Public transport 
M9: Vehicle and cycle 
parking 

CS1: Sustainable 
Development 
Principles  
CS23: Transport 
 
 

LP55: Transport 
infrastructure 
provision 
LP57: Parking  
 

Policy W13 seeks to improve and enhance use of 
the station by improving access, particularly by 
pedestrians and cyclists. This reflects the 
sustainable transport principles in the saved 
Local Plan, Core Strategy and Emerging Local 
Plan policies.   
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5. Basic Condition (vi) – Conformity with EU Obligations 
 

5.1 The Plan and the process under which it was made conforms to the SEA Directive (EU 2001/42/EC) 
and the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (the Regulations).  
In August 2016, a screening report prepared by Bracknell Forest Council was published. This 
followed consultation with the statutory bodies (the Environment Agency, Natural England and 
Historic England) to assist in the determination of whether or not the Bracknell Forest 
Neighbourhood Plan would have significant environmental effects in accordance with the 
European Directive 2001/42/EC and associated Environmental Assessment of Plans and 
Programmes Regulations 2004.  

5.2 The Screening Report concluded that the Plan could have any significant environmental effects.  
Therefore it would require a Strategic Environmental Assessment Report. A draft Scoping Report 
was prepared in late-2017 and consulted on with the same statutory bodies. Following comments 
from the statutory bodies, the Scoping Report was finalised and used as the baseline for a Strategic 
Environmental Assessment Report that was prepared to inform the WNDP. 

5.3 The various reports have been submitted at Regulation 16 stage as part of the evidence base for 
the Plan. 

5.4 In addition to conforming to its EU obligations, the Plan does not breach and is not otherwise 
incompatible with the European Convention on Human Rights. 
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6. Basic Condition (vii) – Conformity with the Prescribed Conditions 
 

6.1 Under Directive 92/43/EEC, also known as the Habitats Directive2, it must be ascertained whether 
the draft Plan is likely to have significant effects on a European site designated for its nature 
conservation interest.  The Directive is implemented by the Conservation of Habitats and Species 
Regulations 2010.  Assessments under the regulations are known as Habitats Regulation 
Assessments (HRA).  An Appropriate Assessment is required only if the Plan is likely to have 
significant effects on a European protected species or site.  To ascertain whether or not it is 
necessary to undertake an assessment, a screening process is followed. 

6.2 An HRA Screening was undertaken by Bracknell Forest Council in August 2016. This reflected 
consultation with Natural England. Bracknell Forest Council was of the opinion that significant 
effects were likely to occur with regards to the integrity of the European sites within and around 
Bracknell Forest Council, due to the implementation of the WNDP. As such the WNDP required 
an Appropriate Assessment to be undertaken. Bracknell Forest Council undertook the Appropriate 
Assessment in consultation with Natural England and this was published in July 2022. This 
informed the WNDP, with additions then made to Policies W5, W6 and W7 and/or their supporting 
text.  

6.3 The Screening Report and Appropriate Assessment have been submitted at Regulation 16 stage 
as part of the evidence base for the Plan.  

 

 
 
 

 
2 Directive 92/43/EEC ‘on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora’: http://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal- 
content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:31992L0043. 
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7. Conclusion 
 

7.1 The relevant Basic Conditions as set out in Schedule 4B to the TCPA 1990 are considered to be 
met by the Winkfield Neighbourhood Development Plan and all the policies therein.  It is 
therefore respectfully suggested to the Examiner that the Winkfield Neighbourhood 
Development Plan complies with Paragraph 8(1)(a) of Schedule 4B of the Act. 
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